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John Ades, when he 

was  Mayor  of 

Guildford in 1986. 

John Ades was a very 

popular parishioner 

and well known local 

parish, borough and 

county councillor.   

A modern stained 

glass window can be 

seen in Holy Angels 

Church dedicated to 

his memory.  The 

w i n d o w  w a s 

designed by Derek 

Hunt and represents 

the Basingstoke 

Canal and Shawfield 

Day Centre, as well 

as John’s favourites 

saints, Saint Jude and 

Saint Therese of 

Liseux. 

The funeral of John Ades in 2006.   

This old hand pulled bier is on display in Ash 

Museum in the Cemetery Chapel.   

The old bier had done many years service in 

the cemetery before it was retired from use 

around 1977.  It was brought out again, just 

once, for John’s funeral, at his special request.  

John had been a great supporter of the museum 

from its beginning.   

Ash Museum is open 3rd Sunday 

each month 2pm – 4.30pm  

 

Entry is Free 

Cemetery Chapel, Ash Cemetery, Ash 

Church Road, Ash, Surrey GU12 6LX 

Email: enquiries@ashmuseum.org.uk  

Web: www.ashmuseum.org.uk  

  

 

Ash Museum 

Ash Cemetery  
Cemetery Chapel 

and Windows   

The builders were Messrs Tompsett and Kingham of Farnham.  Their tender 

was £540, and building work was completed early in 1889. 

Funerals in the Chapel were never very frequent, and in due course it sadly 

fell into disuse and became used as a store.  By 2000 the building was in 

urgent need of restoration.  Many years of a leaking roof and guttering, and 

frost damage to the stonework, had taken their toll.  Funding was obtained to 

restore the building and convert it into a museum; and the walls, roof and 

floor were carefully repaired.  In 2012 further frost damage to the stonework 

was repaired by expert stonemasons, and the leaking gutter was mended.  

Regular repairs will always be needed to maintain this beautiful old building. 

The Ash Cemetery 

Chapel is 25 feet long and 

14 feet wide and built of 

Bath Stone.  It has a high 

pitched tiled roof and 

large wooden south 

doorway.   The chapel is 

Grade II listed. 
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The Chapel Windows 

The window in the east wall was unveiled in February 1921. Dr Chester 

personally removed the Union Jack with which it was covered, saying, "I 

have great pleasure in presenting this beautiful window to the glorious 

memory of those who laid down their lives that we might live in safety". The 

Reverend Lambrick said prayers, and members of the Ash Burial Board 

looked on.   

Dr Chester added the window at the west end in September 1922.  

The glass was made by J Wippell and Company of Exeter and London, and is 

beautifully executed in strong vibrant colours. The artist was John Ives, who 

was himself conscripted into the Army during the closing months of the 

Great War. Ives worked for Wippells from 1912 until he retired in 1932, and 

examples of the work of this talented artist can be seen throughout England 

as well as overseas.  

The East window is recorded in the UK National Inventory of War 

Memorials at the Imperial War Museum (Ref 51749). 

 

All the remarkable windows in the 

Cemetery Chapel were gifts of local 

benefactor Henry Morris Chester of  

Poyle Park. in Tongham. 

The window in the east wall is a 

memorial to the men of Ash, Wyke 

and Normandy who died in the 

Great War.   
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Henry Murrell was buried near the chapel in 1928 (D531a) 

On display in the museum is a very old and 

weathered cemetery notice board.  Mr  Wren was 

Parish Clerk 1907-1941. 

ASH BURIAL BOARD 

N O T I C E  
Children under twelve years of age  

are  not admitted unless accompanied by 

their parents or other responsible 

person.  Any persons found stealing 

wreathes or flowers or doing any other  

damage to the Cemetery will be 

P R O S E C U T E D  
No dogs allowed unless led. 

By Order of the Board 

W. WREN. Clerk. 

At  a  pa r i sh 

meeting in June 

1913, it was 

u n a n i m o u s l y 

agreed to borrow 

the money to 

purchase a further 

4 acres 2 rods 19 

perches of land to 

e n l a r g e  t h e 

cemetery.  This 

land was being 

farmed by Mr 

Hogsflesh (D534b) 

at the time, and 

cost £225. 
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It was in January 1884, that the Ash Vestry, who dealt with local affairs 

before Ash Parish Council came into existence, first discussed the purchase 

part of a field near St Peter’s Church for use as a burial ground.    The field 

was identified using the Ordnance Survey map as field number 379, and 1 

acre 2 rods and 4 perches of it were to become what are now sections A to F 

of the cemetery,   

On 29 October 1886 a Burial Board was appointed.  The notices summoning 

members to the first meeting read as follows:  Sir.  We hereby summon a 

meeting of the Burial Board of the Parish of Ash (exclusive of the 

Ecclesiastical District of Wyke) in the County of Surrey, to be held at the 

School Room, Ash, on Friday the 19th day of November instant, at 4.30 

o’clock in the afternoon, for the purpose of appointing a Chairman and the 

necessary officers of the Board, and for taking the necessary steps to provide 

a new Burial Ground, and determining upon the site thereof, and for the 

purpose of transacting such other business as the Board may deem advisable. 

The Reverend Walsh was elected Chairman, and the other members were  

Reverend George Moss (Burial plot B176), John Bridges Walker (retired Lt 

Col in HM Army), James McLaren (B175), John Woollard (C314), Frederick 

Hammersley(84) and William Bateman (70). 

The purchase of the land was completed in 1887 at a cost of £152 10s.  

Following this, a  great deal of work went into planning the clearing of the 

land, fencing, marking into sections, making of footpaths and planting 

hedges, trees and shrubs.  All this work together with the building of chapel 

raised the total expenditure to £970, for which a loan was obtained from an 

Insurance Company.    

The sexton of St Peters Church Mr George Manfield (D723) became the first 

grave digger at a salary of £10 a year. The Board drew up a scale of fees, and 

Mr Manfield collected them. 

Ash Cemetery and Burial Board 
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Abijah at the battle of Mount Ephraim, where he led the people of Judah to 

victory over the Isrealites.  The trumpets were blown by the priests, with long 

white hair and beards, when the army was surrounded and they needed God’s 

help to win.  (2 Chronicles, Ch 13, V  3-4 and 14-15.) 

The window in the East wall 

depicts forceful warlike images 

of  biblical characters. 

Jonathan, David’s nephew, 

killing the giant at the Battle of 

Gath.  If you look closely you 

will notice that this giant had 

six digits on each hand and six 

toes on each foot. (2 Samuel, 

Ch 21, V 20-21.) 

Joshua, Moses’ successor, and 

the Isrealite army defeating and 

slaughtering the Amorites at 

the battle of Gibeon.  (Joshua, 

Ch 10, V 7-11.) 

The inscription in the glass at the bottom of the east window says:  

 

PRESENTED BY HM CHESTER LLD (Cantab) of  POYLE PARK  

To the Memory of the men of Ash Wyke and Normandy killed in the Great 

War 1914-1920  who died that we might live in safety  

DOLCE ET DECORUM EST PRO PATRIA MORI  

(Roman poet Horace, "Sweet and fitting it is to die for the fatherland") 

 

Underneath the east window the brass plaque reads:  

 

SONS OF OUR LAND, LET THIS OF YOU BE SAID, 

THAT YOU WHO LIVE ARE WORTHY OF OUR DEAD, 

THESE GAVE THEIR LIVES THAT YOU MAY LIVE TO REAP 

A NOBLER HARVEST ERE YOU FALL ASLEEP.  
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Abishai slew Goliath’s son the giant Ishbi-benob when he threatened David’s 

life.  His personal prowess on this occasion and when he killed 300 men 

single-handed, won him the command of a third of David’s army.  (2 Samuel, 

Ch 21, V 15-17 and 2 Samuel, Ch 23, V 18.) 

J’Ashobeam the Hachmonite was one of David’s chief heroes.  He was 

famous for killing 300 Philistines in one battle.  (1 Chronicles, Ch 11, V 11.) 

The window in the west wall 

comprises 51 square feet and 

was installed at a cost of 

£204.  

Benaiah was in charge of 

David’s bodyguard.  His 

exploits included slaying a 7 

foot 6 inch Egyptian by 

spearing him with the 

Egyptian’s own massive 

spear, and killing a lion in a 

pit on a snowy day.  (2 

Samuel, Ch 23, V 20-21.) 

 

 

Underneath the west window the brass plaque reads:  

 

THE COLOURED GLASS IN THIS WINDOW WAS PRESENTED BY  

HM CHESTER LLD (CANTAB) OF POYLE PARK  

IN THE PARISH OF SEALE, THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THIS  

DIVISION ON THE SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL FOR 21 YEARS. 

SEPTEMBER 1922.  
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In the North wall.  

A b s o l o m  w a s 

David’s beautiful 

and popular son.  He 

tried to take the 

throne from his 

father but was 

defeated at the battle 

of Ephraim.  As he 

tried to escape, his 

l u x u r i a n t  h a i r 

became entangled in 

the branches of an 

oak tree.  His mule 

ran away and he was 

left hanging and 

killed by David’s 

men.  (Samuel, Ch 

18, V 9-15.) 

In the South Wall.  

Jonathan was the 

son of King Saul.  

He is known for 

h i s  d e v o t e d 

friendship and 

loyalty to David.  

He is depicted  

holding a bow and 

three arrows. 

In the North wall.           

St Michael the 

Archangel was the 

leader of the army 

of God during the 

Lucifer uprising.  

He is the patron 

saint of soldiers.  St 

Michael is depicted 

as a knight having 

just slain the 

dragon. 

The pulpit and vestments 

cupboard are still in their 

original positions in the 

Chapel, and two of the 

pews are in use in the 

Museum.  The organ, 

presented by Dr Chester of 

Poyle Park, and installed in 

1923 after his death, is also 

still in the Chapel on 

display. 


